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Isn’t it great to welcome Spring, after what I suspect is the trickiest year most 
of us have had to live through. Thankfully, the allotments have aways been a 
place we can still go to and a succour for most of us, I suspect.

The good news is, that with things getting safer and vaccines being given out 
apace, we can start to make our way tentatively back to normal. Like many 
of you, I missed the Saturday morning ritual of coffee 
and cake at the allotment cafe last year. However, I 

will be getting out my apron and baking tins very soon as we look set to 
reopen. There’s more info in this issue!

I am looking forward to trying new crops on my plot this year. I have taken 
inspiration from one of our previous chairs, Vincent Crompton and last 
year I planted elephant garlic for the first time. So far it is looking good. 
Time will tell if the bulbs swell to glory, but my most exciting crop this year 
will be very special as I plan to cut my own asparagus spears for the first 
time. Four years ago, I bought a 99p packet of Connover’s Colossal seed 
from Ebay as part of my plan towards having more perennial crops. This 
is purely to make less work and have more time for sitting and drinking 
coffee on the plot. Having resisted the enticing looking spears last year, this 
summer we will finally get to eat them. And whatever they are like, the wait 
will make them taste all the sweeter.

If you’re trying something new you would like to tell us about, or anything 
else you would like to share, do emails us at cheshamallotments@gmail.com.

See you on the plot!

Kate

March 2021
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A reminder that bonfires are ONLY allowed on our sites at the following times:

- Winter: 4pm onwards

- Summer: 6pm onwards

Please be mindful of what you’re burning and considerate of your fellow 
allotment-holders and residents of nearby properties.

Failure to adhere to these simple guidelines may mean we are all banned for 
having bonfires at any of the sites in future.

For more information, visit: https://cheshamallotments.org.uk/essential-info/

Bonfires

Some of you may not be aware 
that there’s a toilet at the 
Cameron Road site.

Fully stocked with luxuries such 
as toilet roll, soap and paper 
towels, it’s located just a few 
metres along the path from the 
Focal Point.

Enjoy...

Caught short?

The patio area by the Focal 
Point has been repaired 
over winter. A new step 
and handrails have been 
installed to provide safer 
access to the grass.

A step in time...

Anyone fancy a cuppa?
Cast your minds back to the heady days of 2019... it’s a Saturday 
morning... you’re on the allotments at Cameron Road... the sun 
is shining... and you’re sitting with friends drinking a cuppa and 
eating a slice of home-made cake.

Sounds good, doesn’t it? And if you’re ready to get back to that, 
so are we...

We’re planning to set up tables and chairs at the Focal Point on 
Saturday 24 April* for a bring-your-own coffee morning between 
10am and midday. The cafe won’t be selling cake or drinks that 
day.

However on 1 May*, we’ll be throwing open the serving hatch 
once more and welcoming you all for coffee/tea and cake between 10am and midday.

Obviously, we’ll be adhering to social distancing and we really look forward to seeing you 
all and relieving you of those one pound coins you’ve been hoarding for the past year!

* Coffee mornings will go ahead subject to goverment guidelines and the successful introduction of step two 
of the lockdown restrictions roadmap.
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The history of allotments in Chesham, part II 

Following on from the first installment last autumn, Marshall Hall continues his look at the history 
of Chesham’s allotments...

On 25 February 1910 three Councillors with the Surveyor confronted officials at the local 
government board, although a telegram stated that the Board would rather have representations 
in writing. 

However, one officer conceded that the case looked different from that previously presented. The 
deputation proceeded to the House of Commons and enlisted the help of Lionel de Rothschild. On 
Monday the plutocrat MP for Mid-Bucks went to see the first working man to attain Cabinet rank, 
the Rt. Hon John Burns, President of the Local Government Board. Burns called for a special report 
from his office. When the Council met on Wednesday, the Chairman sent a prepaid reply wire to 
the Board. The reply telegram came of Friday; the purchase was sanctioned, and the allotments 
were secured in time for cultivation to begin by Easter. Their administration was entrusted to 
the Highways Committee, a proposal to have a special Allotments Committee was declared “not 
carried” on a tied vote, and the present arrangement with tenant representation was not secured 
until 1953. 

To the Surveyor’s disappointment the farmhouse and yard were sold off to Jesse Mead as a 
builder’s yard and the land adjoining Khartoum (now Eskdale) Avenue was also sold as surplus to 
requirements; it could have been let, and remains an orchard  but at least the Council has 150 
satisfied allotment holders, who soon formed a vigorous Association, which still invites the Town 
Mayor to present the trophies at its autumn show.

In part one, you may recall that they mention that allotments on Bellingdon Road and Waterside 
Road had long been available but our research has not been able to reveal any records or 
photos to provide additional information. Efforts to discover and keep the history of Chesham 
Allotments are ongoing and any assistance with sources, oral history, or photos will be greatly 
appreciated. You can contact us by email or the website.

cheshamallotments.org.uk
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The waiting list for an allotment in Chesham has doubled from 
when we last wrote in autumn to over 80.

If you’re thinking of giving up your plot, we’d encourage you to 
contact the council about ending your tenancy sooner rather than 
later, so that plots can be offered to people on the waiting list.

This also means that all plots are being tended to and put to good 
use.

KEEPKEEP
ITIT

SHUT!SHUT!

Please remember to close 
and lock gates at each of 

the sites at all times.

Even if you see other 
people working on the 
site, they may not be 

leaving by the same exit.

Help keep our 
allotments secure.

Demand for allotments continues to grow 

https://www.nsalg.org.uk/

Uselink link
Visit the National Allotment Society 
for information, growing advice and 
other resources and downloads.

https://www.nsalg.org.uk/

