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Welcome from The Chair
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Are you having a productive summer? We’ve had some extreme weather but 
on the whole crops have done well. I didn’t get any blackfly on the beans 
and managed to keep a makeshift cage in the gooseberries so I am very 
pleased with myself. On the down side, the Jazzy potatoes from CHS trading 
hut, which I loved so much last year, have grown very poorly, but all the other 
potatoes have grown fantastically so have more than made up for it. Do let 
us know how you got on and which potato varieties have worked for you. Our 
Facebook and Twitter pages are a good way to get in touch.

Of course, the potato I am keeping my eye closely on is my Spud in a Bucket. We are delighted 
to be able to still hold the competition on 12th September along with a Bring Your Own Coffee 
Morning. We have really missed our social events this year so whether you have a Spud in a Bucket 
or not, do come along to the Cameron Road Focal Point and say hi (from a safe distance!)

We did actually have our committee meeting at the Focal Point recently. We were delighted 
to welcome Joseph Baum as our new Town Council representative, who takes over from Jane 
MacBean. He is a novice to allotments but keen to get involved which we appreciate. A couple of 
things that came up were bonfires and anchoring polytunnels. Like so much in life, it comes down to 
being good neighbours. We’ve got some advice elsewhere in this issue. We’re so lucky to share these 
amazing green spaces... let’s use them thoughtfully.

See you on the plot!

Kate

August 2020
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SHUT!SHUT!

Please remember to close 
and lock gates at each of 

the sites at all times.

Even if you see other 
people working on the 
site, they may not be 

leaving by the same exit.

Help keep our 
allotments secure.

Plot inspections to resume
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, plot 
inspections by the Town Council and 
CAG were put on hold.

However, with lockdown restrictions 
reduced and shielding lifted, plot 
inspections will resume across all 
sites in October.



The history of allotments in Chesham 

In the first of a new series, Marshall Hall looks at the history of Chesham’s allotments.

While much has been written about the origin of the modern allotment generally, the same 
cannot be said of the history of Chesham’s allotments. Extensive research of local history records, 
newspapers and libraries has resulted only in short fragments of writing, a few photos, a couple 
of maps and two oral histories. Perhaps the most revealing discovery has been a 1994 work by 
local historians Arnold Baines (former Mayor) and Clive Birch entitled ‘A Chesham Century: The 
Story of a Town and its Council 1894 – 1994.’ In this work they relate the beginning of Cameron 
Road allotments:

1902 – 1908 The town had long had allotments in Bellingdon Rd. beset by poultry, and the Duke of 
Bedford’s Trust allotments were available for Waterside, but the demand was unsatisfied. Then in 
June 1909 Taylor’s Farm came on to the market. The Council met the night before the auction and 
asked the chairman (George Wallington) and two other members to bid for the whole farm, if 
possible, and if not, for specific lots. They were successful, but were at personal risk if the Council 
could not secure a loan. The Local Government Board was not satisfied; in particular, they saw 
no need for the depot which the surveyor wished to locate in the farmyard, off what is now 
Cameron Road. The board said sanction could not be given. The vendor threatened a writ against 
the successful bidders if the sales was not completed. They were in some danger as the Council 
was divided 8 or 9 against 7 or 8 on the merits of the purchase. The majority agreed that the land 
should be conveyed to five named Councillors until the Council was in a position to take it over, 
and those Councillors who were willing executed a bond in favour of their colleagues.

Printed circulars were distributed to houses north of the Town Hall, and 200 ratepayers and others 
crowded into a meeting at the Townsend Road School. There was clearly a strong demand by the 
working classes for the proposed allotments, at rents varying from 3d to 9d a pole according to 
location.

To find out what happened next in 1910, you’ll have to wait until the next issue of The Grower.

10am-midday, Cameron Road. Bring your own coffee/tea. Seating will 
be available. Please respect social distancing during this event.

Spud in a Bucket competition: 12 September

cheshamallotments.org.uk

Polytunnels have become popular in recent years and they are a good 
investment for extending the growing season, shielding plants from birds, 
and protecting tomatoes against blight. 

Our Asheridge Road and Cameron Road sites are no strangers to this 
increase in popularity, so we’ve put together a handy guide with ideas, 
tips and diagrams that will make life easier for everyone at the sites. 

Please remember that polytunnel owners are responsible for any 
damage caused by an insecure structure - including the crops of other 
allotment holders. In 2020 alone, hundreds of pounds worth of damage has 
been caused by poorly secured polytunnels at our sites in Chesham.

The guide is too long to be able to fit in an issue of The Grower, so please download it from the 
website or click this button:

Tie your polytunnel down, sport...

https://cheshamallotments.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/CAG-guide-to-polytunnels.pdf
https://cheshamallotments.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/CAG-guide-to-polytunnels.pdf


Welcome to our 
new tenants

A very warm welcome to our new 
tenants at Asheridge Road and 

both Cameron Road sites. 

It’s great to have you with us and we wish you 
many years of fun, enjoyable (and productive!) 
allotmenteering.

There’s a wealth of information to be found 
right on the sites themselves - don’t be shy, go 
and say hello to other allotment holders. You’ll 
find (hopefully!) everyone has some hints and 
tips to share. We’re a very friendly lot!

In the next few issues of The Grower, we’re 
going to be showcasing what some of our new 
allotment holders have been doing with their 
allotments. From what we’ve seen so far, it’s 
pretty impressive!

Bonfires
If you’re thinking of having a bonfire, please be mindful 
of other allotment holders and local residents.

Bonfires are not permitted before 4pm during the winter 
months or 6pm during summer months.

On hot summer evenings, please DO NOT have a bonfire 
at all.

We recommend that you only have a bonfire at the sites 
if absolutely necessary - otherwise take waste to the 
local tips. Thanks in advance for your cooperation.

We’d love to feature more allotment holders’ 
photos on the CAG website.

Send your photos to 
cheshamallotments@gmail.com 
and we’ll use some of them 
across the site.

Demand for 
allotments grows
It may not be a surprising headline given 
what we’ve seen so far in 2020 (!) but the 
waiting list this year for an allotment in 
Chesham has grown from a handful of 
people to almost 40.

If you’re thinking of giving up your plot, 
we’d encourage you to contact the council 
about ending your tenancy sooner rather 
than later, so that plots can be offered 
to people on the 
waiting list.

This also means that 
all plots are being 
tended to and put to 
good use.

Say peas!

cheshamallotments.org.uk

https://cheshamallotments.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/CAG-guide-to-polytunnels.pdf
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COVID-19 has been a challenge for all of us – emotionally, physically and socially. Adjusting to the 
new normal will take time, but for many of us things will never be the same again. We may have 
lost loved ones or we may simply miss doing something that we were once able to do.  

For allotment holders, it is a peculiar sense of irony that by being confined to self-isolation during 
this difficult time most of us, in some way or another, will have been made more aware of the 
greatness that is the outdoors. I will happily admit that since my company took the decision to 
instruct our team to work from home, I have spent more time in Chesham’s parks and gardens than 
I did in my first four years of living in this town.  

I must confess that this innocence also extends to our town’s 
allotments, which I recently had the pleasure of visiting as 
part of my first committee meeting of the Chesham Allotments 
Group. Until that time, I have never stepped foot on an 
allotment and, as one committee colleague pointed out, I 
even failed to recognise a courgette - as a Councillor on 
Chesham Town Council I trust that this secret can stay between 
us!  

It didn’t take long for me to realise just how lucky you are 
as allotment holders. In an increasingly urban market town, 
allotments offer us an oasis of life and relaxation not to 
mention being just a stone’s throw away from the Focal Point – 
a place that, weather permitting of course, really is one of the 
most beautiful and peaceful spots in our town.  

As a member of the committee I can assure you that I will 
do my best to make more residents aware of that fact – to 
encourage those who crave the outdoors to consider joining our growing waiting list, to make sure 
that the Town Council are doing everything they can to respond to the concerns of existing holders 
and to ensure that all residents care for our green spaces and behave as good, friendly neighbours.  

I’ve done my job - now over to you to make the most of the little good weather we have left and 
get growing!  

Welcome from Cllr Joseph Baum


